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foldiers, they would no longer act as fuch. 8 ° OX 
Albert, foured with his ill fuccefs, was equally - 
alarmed and provoked at this behaviour: and  "*°* 
in order to prevent the infe€tion of their ex- 

ample from fpreading through the reft of his 

army, he inftantly caufed between forty and 

fifty of the moft feditious to be executed, and 

fent a hundred and fifty to the allies. 

By this prompt feverity he quelled the mu- 

tmy ; but, finding it neceffary to relinquith his 

defign of renewing the affault, he now bent 

his whole attention to the blocking up of the 

canal. 





Durinc the courfe of thefe tranfaétions the spanith le- 
court of Spain, notwithftanding their inability ie ie 
to furnifh the archduke either with the troops is#ule 
or money neceffary to infure fuccefs in his 
conteft with the United States, was engaged 
in other expenfive enterprizes. By their order 
the count de Fuentes, governor of Millan, had 
fome time before made fuch numerous levies 
of troops, as excited in the minds of the Italian 
ftates and princes an apprehenfion, which at 
the prefent period feems to have been without 
foundation, that fome ambitious defign ‘had 
been conceived of reducing Italy under the 
Spanifh yoke. Of thefe traops a part was fent 
to the archduke Ferdinand, to affift him in his 
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operations at Caniffa againft the Turks; an- 
other part of them to the Netherlands ; and the 
feft were intended for an expedition againft 
Algiers. which was full the principal feat of 
thofe numerous pirates, by whom the coatt. 
and the fhips of Spain continued to be no lefs 
moleited than in the former reign. About ten 
thoufand troops were employed in feventy 
gallies, partly Genocfe and partly Spanith, 
commianded by the celebrated Doria, and they 
had a profperous voyage ull they were within 
a few days failing of the defined port. Had 
they immediately Janded, it is probable they 
would have fuccceded iu their enterprize, as 
the greater part of the pirates, agrecably to in- 
formation which Doyia had received, were ab- 
fent, and fuch of them as had been left behind 
were unprepared for their defence: but unfor- 
tunately, one of the capital fhips had been fe- 
parated frorn the reft of the fleet, on which ac- 
count the debarkation was delayed till next 
day; and in the intervening night a dreadful 
ftorm arofe, which not only rendered all at- 
te:npts to land impracticable, but obliged the 
fleet to leave the coaft and return to Sicily *. 


‘Lire court of Spain was not diftouraged by 
the failure of their attempt againft Algiers, 


* Thuanus, lib, oxxvi, Pisfecti Chronica, an. 1601. 
frony 
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from engaging in another enterprize, which B ooK 
was ftill more difficult to be carried into exe- : 
cution. The war with England had not for oe 
feveral years been vigoroufly profecuted by 
‘either of the two contending powers; and no 

event happened which deferves ‘to be record- 

ed: but Philip, or more properly the duke of 
Lerma, had, about this time, conceived the 

hopes of being able to give a mortal wound to 

the power of Elizabeth, by an invafion of 
Ireland, where a great number of the natives 

were in open rebellion againft her, under the 

earl of Tyrone. 





Puitip the Second, by various. intrigues 
carried on by ecclefiaftics, had fomented the 
difcontents of the Irifh, and on different occa- 
fions had fent them fupplies of arms and mili- 
tary ftores. Many of them had been engaged, 
by the kind treatment which he ordered to 
be given them, to enter into his fervice in 
the Netherlands: and of thefe, many having 
returned to their native country, had, through 
the knowledge which they had acquired, in 
fome meafure contributed to teach their ccun- 
try the rules cf mihtary dicipline, thereby 
rendering them a much niore formidable 
enemy than they bad hitherto been to the Eng- 
lifh troops. 

Tyrone, 
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Tyrows, whofe affections Elizabeth had in 
vain endeavoured to conciliate, though noted 
for his treachery and cruelty, vices which ge- 
nerally attend on barbarous manners, yet, be- 
ing brave and active, had perfuaded many of 
his countrymen to enlift themfelves under his 
banners, by flatteringly infpiring them with 
the hopes of deliverance from the Englith 
yoke. He had applied for affiftance to the 
court of Spain, and being feconded in his ap- 
plication by feveral feminaries of Englith priefts 
and Jefuits, folicitors the moft likely to fucceed 
with Philip and his minifter, he had obtained 
a promife both of arms and troops. 

A sutt of excommunication having been 
publifhed by three fucceeding popes * againit 
Elizabeth, abfolving her fubjeéts from their 
allegiance, and inviting all catholic princes to 
take poffeffion of her dominions, the fuperfti- 
tious mind of Philip was eafily impreffed with 
a perfuafion that, by fupporting the rebels, 
and abolifhing Elizabeth’s authority in Ireland, 
he would act the meritorious part of a faithful 
fon of the church, and ferve the caufe of God 
and of the catholic religion. And, although 
he had too much indolence to be capable of 
being principally actuated by ambition, yet 


* Pius V. Gregory XIII, Clement VIII. the prefent 


pope. 
he 
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he could not but defire to add Ireland tohis soox 
dominions, as, befides the great extent and : 
fertility of that ifland, its commodious har» 
bours would occafionally afford a retreat and 

fhelter to his fhips, and better enable him to 

difpute the empire of the fea with England 

and the United Provinces. 





DETERMINED by thefe confiderations, he 
gave orders for the equipment of a fleet of 
tranfports and fhips of war, fufficient for car- 
rying fix thoufand troops; and fo confident 
was he and his minifter of the fuccefs of their 
intended enterprize, that, befides the troops, 4 
great number of families, including women 
and children, were put on board, with the de- 
fign of eftablifhing a Spanifh colony in the 
kingdom which they expected to fubdue. 
They had lent too eafy faith to the exaggerat- 
ed accounts which Tyrone had given them of 
his ftrength; and they were not fufficiently 
acquainted with the character and abilities of 
Jord Mountjoy, whom Elizabeth had appointed 
viceroy and commander in chief of the Englifh 
forces. 


Tue command of the Spanith troops, and the 
conduct of the expedition, were committed to 
Don John D’Aguilar, who had learnt the rudi- 

ments 
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BOOK ments of war under the duke of Alva, and 
-———— hadafterwards acquired fome military repu- 
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tation from: a fuccefsful enterprize, in which 
he had the chief command, againft the town 
of Blavet in Bretagne. 


He fet fail from Spain in the end of Auguft, 
accompanied by fome fhips of war, under Don 
John Guevara, and arrived at Kinfale, in the 
fouth of Ireland, on 8th of Oétober: buta 
part of his tranfports having been feparated 
from the reft of the fleet, he fourd, on his 
arrival at Kinfale, that he could mufter only 
four thoufand men, With this little army, he 
applied himfelf to ftrengthen the fortifica- 
tions of the place, refolving to remain there, 
till he fhould be joined by Tyrone, or til the 
reftof his forces fhould arrive. The fhips of 
war under Guevara returned immediately after 
the troops were landed; and, foon after, the 
harbour of Kinfale was blocked up by a fqua- 
dron of Englifh men of war, commanded by 
fir Richard Levifon. Agreeably to his inftruc- 
tions from the court of Spain, D’Aguilar dif- 
perfed a manifefto over the adjacent country, 
in which he affumed the title of general in the 
holy war, undertaken for the prefervation of 
the catholic faith in Ireland; and whilft he 

invited 
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thvited people to come into his affiftance,he Boor 
declared, that he was fent by his mafter the king ecu 
of Spain, with no other intention but to deliver °° 
them from the dominion of the devil, and the 

heretical queen of England. 


Tue frifh had formerly, on different occa- 
fions, received the jufteft grounds of com- 
plaint againft the Englifh government; and at 
this time they were highly incenfed on account 
of the introduétion of what the Englifh, with 
good reafon, regard as one of their moft valu- 
able privileges, the inftitution of trials by jury ; 
they were therefore generally animated with a 
fpirit of difcontent againft their ancient maf- 
ters. The greater part of them were likewife 
Strongly attached to the popifh faith; and their 
priefts, who were wholly in the intereft of 
Spain, poffeffed an entire afcendant over them, 
having perfuaded them that their anceftors 
had originally fprung from Spain, and there- 
by created in their minds a ftrong predilection 
in favour of the Spaniards, 


Tuey were difcouraged, however, from 
complying with D’Aguilar’s invitation to have 
recourfe to arms, by confidering the {mall 

ber of troops which he had brought to 
‘et atiance and they refolved to remain 
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affured them would quickly follow. 


Tue viceroy was at this time engaged in 
the profecution of the war againft ‘I'yrone, in 
the northern parts of the ifland. His arms 
had been attended with great fuccefs; he had 
defeated feveral parties of the rebels, and had 
made prifoners of many of their leaders, fome 
of£whom he had fent to England. Tyrone 
himfelf, with his adherents, had fled before 
him, and taken fhelter in thofe faftneffes in the 
northern Provinces, where the marthy ground 
rendered it difficule for the Englith general to 
advance. Here, however, the rebel chief was 
in a manner befieged, and as the country was 
but little cultivated, he muft ere long have 
been obliged, through the want of fubfiitence, 
to fubmit to the conqueror. In this critical 
fituation were the affairs of the infurgents 
when the Spanifh troops arrived. Upon re- 
ceiving information of their arrival, the vice- 
roy, juftly dreading that the infurre¢tion would 
foon become more general, refolved, without 
delay, to exert his utmoft vigour againft the 
invaders. With this intention, having left a 
part of his cavalry to watch the motions of 
Tyrone, he fet out for Kinfale, and havine 
marched with great rapidity, he foop arrived 
before the place, and began the tiege with 

I between 


PHILIP IH. KING OF SPAIN. 135 


between eight and nine thoufand men. But BooK 
before he had time to make any confiderable 
progrefs, he received notice that the Spanifh 
tranfports above mentioned, which had been 
feparated from the reft of the fleet, had ar- 
rived at Baltimore, with two thoufand foldiers 
on board, under the command of an officer 
named Ocampo; and foon after he was in- 
formed, that the froft having fet in with giear 
violence in the marfhy country where he had 
left Tyrone, that leader and his followers had 
made their efcape over the ice, had joined 
Ocampo with upwards of four thoufand men, 
who, together with the Spaniards, were on 
their march to raife the fiepe of Kinfale. This 
alarming intelligence he procured by inter- 
cepted letters from Ocampo and. Tyrone to 
Aguilar: and from thefe letters too he un- 
derftood their plan of operations, the time of 
their approach, and the route which they in- 
tended to purfue. He therefore prepared him- 
felf for his defence; and having drawn off the 
greater part of his army to an advantageous fi- 
-tuation, at fome diftance from the town, he left 
no more forces than were fufficient to reftrain 
the eruption of the Spaniards under Aguilar. 





1602, 


“W¥stgn Tyrone faw the E:nglifh army fo ad- 
ae pofted, and prepared for his at- 
| l3 tack, 
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tack, his courage failed ; and notwithftanding 
the remonftrances of Ocampa, who reproached 
him with cowardice, he gave orders to his 
men to change the direction of their march, 
hoping to reach a marfh which lay near, and 
thus to avoid the neceffity of fighting. But 
the viceroy, perceiving his intention, haftened 
forward with all his forces, and attacked him 
inthe rear. Finding then that an engagement 
was unavoidable, he refumec his courage, and 
faced about to the enemy. But the rebels were 
no match in the open field for the Englifh for- 
ces. They were quickly thrown into confufion, 
and put to flight. The Spaniards, who fought 
defperately for fome time, being forfaken by 
their daftardly affociates, were overpowered by 
numbers, and Ocampo himfelf, with feveral 
officers, made prifoners. In this battle, above 
twelve hundred men were killed upon the fpot, 
a great proportion of whom were Spaniards. 
The reft of that nation fled to Baltimore and 
other places on the coaft, in which they had 
left garrifons. Such of the Irith as were taken, 
were hanged as rebels; the greater part of 
them, among whom was Tyrone, efcaped 
through their knowledge of the country ; but 
were totally difperfed. 


Ir was cafy for D’Aguilar, wherfhe reteived 
intelligence of this defeat, and the cowardly 
behaviour 
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behaviour of the Irifh, to perceive how much xg 0 9 z. 


the court of Spain had been miftaken in their 
judgment of the facility of eftablifhing their 
authority in Ireland. There could be no fe- 
cure dependence, he faw, on afliftance from 
the natives: and no army, which in the pre- 
fent ftate of the finances could be fent from 
Spain, could be able to contend alone with the 

Englifh forces. He refolved, therefore, to 
employ all his influence to difluade the king 
from perfifting in fo defperate an attempt: 
and being at the fame time confcious, that 
with fo fmall a number of troops as were 
under his command in Kinfale, he could not 
juftly expect to be able, above a few weeks, to 
defend the town againft a general of fo much 
fkill and vigour as the viceroy, he refolved to 
fave the lives of his foidiers, and to deliver the 
place into the hands of the Englifh, provided 
he could obtain from them fuch terms as his 
honour would permit him to accept. 


Iw a few days after the battle, he gave the 
viceroy notice of his intention, and explained 
to him the motives of his conduct, and the 
fentiments which he had come to entertzia of 
the Irith rebels, and of the folly of the enter- 
prize into which the court of Spain, through 
mifinfot ation, had been betraved. 
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Bur he accompanied his offer with a decla- 


————— ration exprefied in the ftronge%t terms, that, in 


1602, 


cafe the viceroy fhould refufe to grant him the 
conditions which he required, the honours of 
war to his troops, with a promife of tranfport- 
ing them and their cannon and ammunition to 
Spain, in Englifh fhips; and an aét of indem- 
nity to the inhabitants of Kinfale, by whom 
he had been fo kindly received and entertain- 
ed, he and his foldiers were unalterably de- 
termined to defend the town to the laft ex- 
tremity. 


Lorp Mountjoy could not but refpect the 
fpirit by which this declaration was dictated. 
He was prompted by the native generofity of 
his difpofition to comply with the terms pro- 
pofed, and he thought himfelf juftifiable in 
point of prudence for complying with them, 
when he confidered how much his army was 
likely to fuffer in the operations of a fiege, 
carried on in the middle of winter, againft fo 
brave and fo determined an enemy. 


Wirtxovt hefitation, therefore, he agreed to 
D’Aguilar’s demand. Kinfale, Baltimore, and 
fome other forts, in the poffeffion of the 
Spaniards, were delivered into the hands of 
the viceroy: and D’Aguilar with hi8 troops, 

. cannon, 
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cannon and ammunition, were foon after tranf- 8 OOK 
ported to Spain in an Englifh fleet, ee 
1602. 


Puiuip, after hearing of the iffue of the bat- 
tle, having defpaired of their prefervation, 
greatly rejoiced at their arrival, He highly 
approved of the capitulation, and, with the 
advice of his counfellors, refolved, in confe- 
quence of the information which he received 
from D’ Aguilar, to abandon the Irifh rebels 
to their fate; and henceforth to apply himfelf 
with more undivided attention to his affairs in 
the Netherlands *, 


* Van Meteren, lib. xxiii. Carte’s IYift of England, 
book xix. Thuanus, &c. 
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HE archduke, after the repulfe of his soox 
army, as above related, by the garrifon Bate 
of Ottend, was advifed by fome of his princi- 1 

pal officers to raife the fiege. He was himfelf 
extremely reluctant to comply with this ad- 
vice, but thought it neceffary, before rejecting 
it, to know the fentiments of the court of 
Spain. Philip’s minifters could judge of the 
propriety of his perfifting in his enterprize, 
only by the information which he tranfmitted 
to them; and there is ground to believe that, 
having conceived an opinion that it would be 
inconfiftent with his honour to relinquith it, 
his reprefentation was caiculated to make them 
think too lightly of the obftacles which it was 
6 neceflary 
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B00 K neceffary to furmount, and too highly of the 

_. importance of the place. They believed it to 

x62 be impoftible for the garrifon to defend it 
much longer againft fo great a force, and they 
imagined that by the reduction of it they 
might ruin the trade of the United Provinces, 
and thus infure fuccefs in the future operations 
of the war. It was therefore determined that 
the archduke fhould continue the fiege, and 
that no affiftance fhould be with-held which 
could enable him to bring it to the defired 
conciufion, 





Penne Tuer affiftance on the prefent occafion was 
Ofentcone the more neceflary, as his own finances were 
almoft entirely exhaufted, and he had litde+ 

profpect of receiving any confiderable fupport 

from the affembly of the ftates. He con- 

vened this affernbly, however, and urged therm, 

on account of the neceffity of his affairs, to 

grant him an immediate fupply. The depu- 

ties were liberal in their profeffions of loyalty ; 

but, in return to his applicatior, they repre~ 

fented that, in their prefent circunftances, it 

was impoffible for them to comply with his 

requeft, as the province of Brabant had, almoft 

every feafon, been obliged to pay the moft 
exhorbitant contributions to the enemy, and not 

only that province but feyeral others had long 

been 
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mutineers. 


Conscious of the truth of this reprefenta- 
tion, he could not perfift in his demand, but 
was obliged to reft fatisfied with what he re- 
ceived from the ftates of Flanders, who, being 
more deeply interefted than the reft in the 
conquett of Oftend, contributed to the utmoft 
of their power to affaft him in carrying on the 
fiege. 


Havinea, fince the failure of his late at- 
tempt, defpaired of being able to reduce the 
garrifon by ftorm, his principal objet now 
was to intercept the communication with che 
United Provinces, by blocking up the en- 
trance of the canal. For this purpote he 
brought engineers from Italy and others places, 
and, by their dire€tion, various work were 
undertaken at an immenfe expence. But at 
the mouth of the canal their labour was ren- 
dered fruitlefs by the fury of the waves; and 
when they attempted to raife a dyke and bat- 
teries on the banks of the canal, fomewhat 
nearer to the town, they were not only expofed 
to the enemy’s artillery, but were often inter- 
rupted by the garrifon, who on different occa- 
fions fallied out upon them, deftroyed their 

works, 


323 


BOOK 
i, 
_—— re, 
Puce. 


324 


HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 


BOOK works, and put great numbers to the fword, 


Il. 


————_ In order to avoid the farther repetition of thefe 
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difafters, they began at a diftance from the 
canal, and out of the reach of the befiged, to 
conftruét huge machines, formed of beams 
ftrongly bound together, which, when finifhed, 
they intended to pufh forward t» the banks of 
the canal, and on thefe, after covering them 
with turf, ftraw, and other materials, to erect 
ticie batteries. But the finifhing of this, and 
other works which they attzmpted, required a 
confiderable length of time; a great part of the 
prefent year was fpent in preparing them, and 
all the other operations of the fiege were thus 
relaxed, In the mean time abundant fupplies 
of ftores and provifions were introduced into 
the town. The garrilon, many of whom were 
fickly and wounded, was entirely changed. By 
the new garrifon, confifling of fele& troops, 
partly Britifi and partly French and Dutch, 
all the damage which the fortifications had 
fuftained were repaired ; and fo little dread was 
entertained of the fuccefs of the befiegers, that 
general Vere, with the confent of the ftates, 
went over to E:ngiand, devolving the command, 
during his abfence, upon the ficur Fiederick 


de Dorp. 


Tue defence of Oftend had coft the United 
Provinces about a hundred thoufand florins 
each 


PHILIP Ill. KING OF SPAIN. 125 


each month, befides the pay of between fix pooK 
and eight thoufand troops; yet, from the great vi , 
increafe of their commerce, joined to the fru- = 
paliry of their manners, they were not only 

able to bear the burthen of this expence, but 

to maintain a confiderable feet, and at tlic 

fame time to make fo great an augmentation 

of their land forces, that prince Maurice be- 

gan his operations this campaign with twenty- 

four thoufand foot and fix thoufand horfe; a 

more powerful army than any former one 

which he had commanded fince the com- 
mencement of the war. 


In raifing this army they were fecretly fa- ; 
A The United 
voured by Henry IV. who permitted the fieur states «f 
de Bethune, of the houfe of Melun, to levy How lv, 
troops for them in France; and in Germany, Soft 
where they were befriended by fome princes oe 
of the Proteftant religion, they raifed a body 
of two thoufand four hundred horfe. But 
their moft ufeful ally was the queen of Eng- 
land, who furnifhed them with three thoufand 
men to fill up the vacancies in the Englifh 
regiments already in their fervice, and foon 
after fent them three thoufand more. The 
obtaining of this reinforcement had been Sir 
F. Vere’s principal object in going over to 
England, and he now returned from thence, 
and 
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spook and was appoirted to the command of all the 


il. 
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Englith forces. 


Tue Spanifh army, on the other hand, had 
not for many years been fo much reduced in 
number as at the prefent period. Many had 
been killed, or had died of a peftilential 
difeafe, and of the hardfhips they had under- 
gone before Oflend; and the Italian and 
Spanifh mutineers amounted to « confiderable 
number ; notwithftanding which, the court of 
Spain and the archduke were as obftinately as 
ever refolved to profecute the ficge, The 
United States rejoiced at their obftinacy, and 
hoped it might ere long prove fatal to their 
power in the Netherlands. They confidered 
the prefent juncture as the moft favourable for 
action which could occur and therefore had 
rcfolved ftrenuoufly to exert themfelves in at- 
tempting to make fome important conqueft in 
the fouthern provinces, which, in cafe the 
garrifon of Oftend fhould be obliged to capi- 
tulate, might fully compenfate for the lofs. 


Tuty had conceived an expectation gt this 
time that the people in the fouthern proviices, 
who had lately fuffered great oppretfion from 
the rapacity of the mutineers, might be in- 
duced to fhake off the Spanifh yoke; and in 

this 
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this expectation they publifhed a memorial 8 OOK 
add: effed to the ftates of thefe provinces, enu- ——— 
merating the grievances which they muft be *** 
confcious of having fo long fuffered; repre- 

fenting how much they had been abufed in the 

late king’s transference of the fovereignty over 

them to the archdukes, notwithftanding which 

they were ftill as much as ever fubject to the 

tyranny of Spain; and calling upon them, in 
remembrance of their firft engagements, to re- 

turn into their former connection and alliance 

with their kinfmen in the United Provinces. 

In order to procure attention to this memorial, 

they refolved that their army fhould march 

into the heart of Brabant, to’be ready to afford 

fupport to fuch of the inhabitants as fhould be 

willing to vindicate their liberty: and this 
meafure, it is faid, received the approbation 

both of the French monarch and the queen of 
England. 


But prince Maurice could not be farisfied 
that it was either expedient or practicable. 
The people, he thought, were too much 
enured to the Spanifh government, and too 
much over-awed by citadels and garrifons, to 
liften to the invitation of the ftates; and he 
dreaded the difficulty of being able to fupport 
fo numerous an army in an enemy’s countiy 
for fo long atime as would be neceflary for 

the 
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gook the endinview. The Spanifh army, indeedy’ 





1602. 


could not at prefent contend with him in the 
open field; but they could harrafs him in his 
march, and interrupt his convoys of provifions ; 
befides that the archduke was in daily expe¢ta- 
tions of receiving a reinforcement of troops 
from Spain and Italy *. 


Movep by thefe confiderations, the ftates 
confented that, till it fhould appear whether 
their memorial was likely to produce the de- 
fired effect, he fhould lead his army along the 
eaft fide of Brabant; that by keeping it near 
the Maefe, he might more eafily receive fup- 
plies from the neutral powers in that neigh- 
bourhood. Having affembled his army at 
Nimeguen, he pafied the Maefe near Marck, 
and towards the end of June he had advanced 
as far as Mafryc, when he was obliged to ftop 
for feveral days, through an unjultifiable action 
of his Englifh troops, who having on their 
march fold a great part of the bread with 
which he had furnifhed them, could not pro- 
cure any in the country where they now were, 
and were obliged to bring it from a confiderable 
diftance. This delay was, in the iffue, attend- 
ed with important confequences, 


* Siri fays,that Maurice intended marching through 
Brabant, to lay fiege to Nieuport or fome other fea-coaft 
town. Vide vol. i. p. 126, Mem. recondite. 


THE 
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Tue archduke, having heard with much 30 OK 
anxiety that Maurice had begun his march, : 
had difpatched Mendoza, admiral of Arragon, 
who had lately been fet at liberty, with fix 
thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe, to 
watch his motions, and, if poffible, to obftruct 
his progrefs. Mendoza was come as far as 
Tienen, a fortified town in the center of Bra- 
bant, and was there employed in cafting up 
entrenchments to fecure his troops. Could 
prince Maurice have immediately advanced, he 
might have attacked him with the higheft pro- 
bability of fuccefs. But through the delay 
occafioned by the improvident conduct of the 
Englifh troops, Mendoza had not only full 
leifure to complete his entrenchments, but re- 
ceived a reinforcement of eight thoufand men, 
under the marquis of Spinola, who at this 
time arrived from Italy, and, if the prince 
could have haftened forward, might eafily have 
been intercepted before he reached the Spanith 
camp. Maurice ftill however continued to 
advance, till he arrived within a little diftance 
of the enemy, and once and again offered 
battle ; but, finding that Mendoza was unal- 
terably refolved to decline it, and was now too 
{trong to be compelled, and confidering how 
dangerous it muft be, in the face of fo great 
a force, to remain much longer in a country 
where it was fo difficul: to procure provifions, 


Vor. I. K he 
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Book he returned haftily towards the Maefe; and, 


(about the middle of July, began to put in exe- 





*602:  cution the only part of the general plan of his 
operations which he himfelf had judged practi- 
cable, by laying fiege to the town of Grave. 

Siexe of Tuis place, one of the ftrongeft in the Ne- 
Ome, 


therlands, and deemed of great importance, 
on account of its fituaticn on the banks of the 
Maefe, and its neighbourhood to the domi- 
nions of the ftates, had remained in the hands 
of the Spaniards fince the year 1586, when, 
as above related, the young baron de Har- 
mont involved himflf in ruin and infamy, by 
furrendering it, without neceffity, to the duke 
of Parma. It was defended, at this time, by 
Antonio Gonfalez, a Spanith officer of diftin- 
guifhed merit ; and, as the archduke hed be- 
fore hand dreaded the danger which impended 
over this important place, he had fent a body 
of feleét troops to reinforce the garriion, 
which, after their arrival, amounted to fifteen 
hundred men. From fuch a governor and 
garrifon prince Maurice expected to meet with 
the moft vigorous refiftance ; and he could not 
doubt that Mendoza would quickly follow 
him, and attempt to compel him to raife the 
fiege. But he did not defpair of bringing his 
enterprize to a happy iffue hefore the approach 
of winter, provided he could prevent the en- 
trance into the town of any farther reinforce- 


I ment 
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ment and fupply. With this view, hedrew BooR 
lines of circumvallation round his camp, ex- 7 
tending from that part of the river which is = °° 
above the town, to that other part of it which 
is below. Thefe lines were more than half a 
German league in length, of an extraordinary 
height and depth, and ftrengthened by a great 
number of redoubts planted with cannon. 
While this laborious work was going on, he 
reduced a fort belonging to the garrifon, on 
the other fide of the river, directly oppofite 
to the town; and having ftationed a part of his 
troops there, he next threw two temporary 
bridges over the Maefe, one above, and the 
other below the town. When thefe works were 
finifhed, the town was completely invefted on 
every fide, and the garrifon muft, ere long, 
have found it neceffary to capitulate: but, as 
he knew not what quantity of ftores they poi- 
fefled, and confequently was ignorant how long 
they might be able to fuftain the blockade, he 
refolved, in order to fave time, to carry on 
the fiege in the ufual form, and immediately 
began by opening trenches in different quar- 
ters, to make regular approaches to the town. 


A coTemporary hiftorian *, who upon the 
fpot examined the various works which prince 


* Van Meteren. 
K 2 Maurice 
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BOOK Maurice executed on this occafion, fpeaks of 
IL. . 
—w— them as the moft mafterly which had ever 


1602. 


been exhibited in any fiege. In order the more 
effectually to fave his men from the enemy's 
fire, the trenches were made of a greater depth 
than ufual; both the workmen and foldiers 
were, at every approach, fecured againft the 
fallies of the garrifon, by mounds and bat- 
teries; and when the trenches were advanced 
within a certain diftance of the fortitications, 
fpacious covered ways, of fufficient breadth to 
admit of carriages, were formed, which led 
from the trenches to the ditch. The garrifon 
made frequent fallies, in which they difplayed 
the moft unqueftionable bravery ; but, through 
the precautions mentioned, they were as often 
repulfed with lofs, while few of the befiegers 
were killed either in thefe fallies, or by the 
artillery of the place. 


Menpoza had, in the mean time, advanced 
from Tienen as far as Venlo, which ftands on 
the banks of the Maefe, about twelve German 
miles higher than Grave, and there deliberated 
with his council of war, whether it was practi- 
cable to compel prince Maurice to raife the 
fiege. But he quickly perceived how vain. and 
ruinous it muft prove to attack a numerous 


enemy in fuch {trong entrenchments, for whom 
he 
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he was not an equal match in the open field; BO 0k 
and therefore he refolved to reft fatisfied with 
introducing a reinforcement of felect troops 
into the place. Had this meafure been at- 
tended with fuccefs, it muft have rather ferved 
to haften than to retard the furrender, as the 
ftock of provifions in the town muft thereby 
have been fooner confumed. It was adopted, 
however, by Mendoza, who was probably more 
influenced by the dread of the reproach which 
he would incur if he made no attempt, than 
by the profpect of any advantage that could 
accrue from it. 





1602, 


Tue execution of this enterprize was com- 
mitted to an Italian general of the name of 
Spina; who was ordered, with a thoufand 
chofen troops, to attack the enemy’s entrench- 
ments in the night, at a place where they ap- 
peared to be the weakeft, and to attempt to 
force his way acrofs their camp into the town, 


ANOTHER party, equalin number, was ap- 
pointed to fupport him, and, in cafe of a re- 
pulfe, to fecure his retreat; while a third de- 
tachment was fent to make a feigned attack in 
another quarter, in the hopes of dividing the 
attention of the befiegers, aul thereby render- 
ing iteafier for Spina to execute his cefign. 

K 3 Bur 
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But prince Maurice was every where upon his 
guard. The Spaniards were repulfed; and, 
leaving behind them their carriages, with their 
fcaling-ladders, and other apparatus, they fled 
precipitately to their camp. 


Menpoza, now defpairing of fuccefs, re- 
tired with his whole army towards Maeftricht ; 
and, a few days after, the garrifon capitulated 
upon honourabic terms *. 


Durinc the courfe of thefe tranfactions, the 
contending parties exerted themfelves at fea 
with fomewhat greater vigour than for feveral 
years preceding. The court of Spain had, 
before the prefent period, {ent a fquadien of 
gallies to cruize on the coaft of Flanders, 
under the command of Frederick Spincla, 
a Genoefe nobleman, who had ferved 
under the duke of Parma, and given fome 
diftinguifhed proofs of vigour and_ abilities. 
From this fquadroa the Dutch trade had fuf- 
tained confiderable prejudice; and Spinola, 
encouraged by this fuccefs, having gone him- 
felf to Madrid to folicit an augmentation of his 
fiect, had obtained fix gallies more, which he 
had conduéted in fafety into the harbour of 


* Van Meteren, lib. xxiv. Bentivoglio, part. iii. lib. 
vii Grotius, lib. ix, Heroic Aéts of prince Maurice, &c. 
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Sluys. This harbour afforded him the moft 8 00K 


commodious fhelter and retreat. His gallies 
lying at anchor in the canal which Jeads to it, 
iffued forth againft the enemy when they were 
leaft prepared to oppofe them, and either took 
or funk a great number of their trading veffels. 
With a more numerous fquadron, and a 
ereater number of foldiers on board, he would 
have ventured to a greater diftance from the 
coaft, and thus have in fome meafure inter- 
cepted the communication of Oftend with 
Holland and Zealand. He could likewife have 
fometimes ventured to make a defcent upon 
their coafts, or have entered their harbours 
and canals, and feized or burnt their fhipping, 


ImpreEsseD witha conviction, that from fuch 
fpirited naval enterprizes the enemy muft fufer 
more effentially than from the fiege of their 
towns, or the operations of the Spanifh army 
in the field, he this year made a fecond journey 
into Spain, after having communicated his in- 
tention to his elder brother Ambrofe, the cele. 
brated marquis of Spinola, This nobleman, 
fo juftly renowned on account of the military 
talents which he afterwards difplayed, had noe 
yet entered into public life, though he was <t 
this time about thirty years of age. But his 
ambizion was now roufed by his brother’s 
fuccef: ; and being conicious of great abilities, 

K 4 he 
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nook herefolved henceforth to avail himfeif of his 
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fortune, which was one of the greateft in 
Genoa, in order to render himfeli iluftrious. 


Haviwne, from the information communi- 
cated to him by his brother, conceived an 
opinion that the war in the Netherlands might 
be fuccefsfully carried on at fea, he empowered 
his brother to propofe to the court of Spain, 
that, in cafe they would grant an augmenta- 
tion of the number of their gallies at Sluys, 
he would raife at his own expence a body of 
eight thoufand troops, to be commanded by 
himfelf, and to ferve occafionally on board his 
brother’s fleet. 


Tue Spanifh minifter readily confented to 
this propofal, and gave the marquis a corn- 
miffion for Jevying the troops, while orders 
were at the fame time iffued for the equipment 
of the gallics. The marquis, with the affift- 
ance of his numerous friends, and of the count 
de Fuentes, governor of Millan, punétually ful- 
filled his part of the agreement, and, as above 
related, arrived with his troops in the Nether- 
lands at a fortunate juncture, when, without 
his aid, the admiral of Arragon muft have 
abandoned the province of Brabant to the army 
of the United Provinces. 


His 
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His brother was not fo fortunate in conduét- Boo K 
ing from Spain the gallies with which the king os 
had furnifhed him. ‘They were eight in num- — 46 
ber, with above a thoufand foldiers on board, 
and fifteen hundred flaves, who ferved as row- 
ers. But two of thefe gallies were, before their 
departure, burnt by fome Englifh fhips of war 
on the coaft of Portugal; and other three, hav- 
ing been intercepted by an Englifh and Dutch 
fquadron, which lay in wait for them in the 
narrow feas, and either taken or deftroyed, 
Frederick arrived in Flanders only with the 
remaining three. 





He was deeply affected by this difafter. His 
force, which he had been at fo great pains in 
foliciting, was ftill too fmall for carrying the 
defigns which he had formed into execution, 
and for feveral months he could not engage in 
any memorable enterprize. But having be- 
come impatient under this inactivity, which ne- 
ceffity impofed on him, he ventured with 
eight gallies, having a great number of foldiers 
on board, and fome frigates, to attack a fqua- 
dron of Dutch fhips of war, which had for 
fome time been ftationed on the coaft. The 
conteft was bloody and obftinate on both fides ; 
but as the Dutch were favoured by the wind, 
and could navigate their fhy:s with greater 

dex- 
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poox dexterity, they were enabled to avoid grap. 


1. 
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pling with the Spaniards, and had thus a much 
fmaller number killed. At length Frederick 
himfelf received a mortal wourd, of which he 
died foon after, and his fleet, difheartened by 
this calamity, and perceiving that their utmoft 
efforts to come to clofe fighting were ineffec- 
tual, retired into the canal of Sluys *. 


Tre marquis of Spinola was at this time 
employed in raifiag troops in Italy, and full 
entertained the hopes of being able to carry 
his firft d-fien inte execution ; but his brother’s 
ceath, jcincd to the weaknefS of the Spanifh 
fleet at Sluys, obliged him to abandon it; he 
now r¢folved tuo turn his attention from the fea 
to the land fervice, and with this intention he 
returned to the Netherlands, where the arcli- 
duke was difpofed to give him every mark of 
efteem and confidence. 


Tuts prince had never before ftood fo much 
in nevd of the counfel and affilance of his 
friends. The promiles of money made him 
by the court of Spain had been enly in part 
fulflied; and the mutinous fpirit cf his treops, 
occafioned by his inability to pay their azrears, 
had iifen to the greateft height. 


* Meteren, Bertivoslio, é&c. 
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Tuey had no fooner retreated, after their 8 oO% 
repulfe in attempting to raife the fiege of ae 
Grave, than almoft all the Italians, except Mutirv and 
thofe who were commande: by the marquis of“) 
Spinola, refufed to cbey the order which the 
admiral of Arragon had iffucd for their march- 
ing towards Maeftricht, and withdrew them- 
felves in a body from the camp. They were 
accompanied by feveral officers of experience 
and abilities, and by thefe men were conducted 
towards Hechftrate, a fortified town in Bra- 
bant, of which, as they came upon the gar- 
rifon by furprife, they eafily acquired poflc tion. 

Their number having been augmented by 
other mutineers, who flocked to them from 
every quarter, foon amounted to three thou- 
fand foot and two thoufznd horfe, and almoft 
the whole of them were veteran folders, 
diftinguifhed for their knowledge of military 
difcipline. Having chofen an cleé, or leader, 
and filled up from among themfelves the 
places of all fuch officers as had not joined in 
the mutiny, they eftablifhed, with general 
confent, a fyftem of regulations which they 
judged negeffary for their fafety and preferva- 
tion; after which they applied themfelves to 
ftrengthen the fortification of the town, and 
then fent out parties to lay the inhabitants of 
the adjacent country under contributions. 

Em- 
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B fo K Emboldened by their numbers, they made in- 

curfions into the interior and more diftant 

763+ parts of the province, and when the people 
refufed to comply with their exhorbicant de- 
mands, they laid wafte the country, and in- 
dulged themfelves in every fpecies of injury 
and outrage. This populous and fertile pro- 
vince had long been expofed to the inroads of 
the troops of the United States; but they had 
never been treated with fo great cruelty by the 
cnemy as, on this occafion, by the troops 
which had been hired for their defence. 


Tue archduke having convened the ftates 
to deliberate concerning a proper remedy for 
thefe diforders, he was urged by that affembly 
to employ whatever money could be raifed to 
give the foidiers immediate fatisfation with 
regard to their arrears, becavfe without this 
they reprefented that the country muft be in- 
volved in utter ruin, 


But Albert, confcious that he had not fund 
fufficient at once to fatisfy the mutineers, and 
to pay the arrears due to his other troops; and 
judging, from paft experience, tha®unlefs he 
could fatisfy them all, the example of thofe 
who had mutinied would be quickly followed 
by their companions; for this reafon he enter- 

tained 
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tained fome doubt of the prudence of the ad- 
vice which the ftates had given him, and de- 
clined complying with it, till he fhould know 
the fentiments of the court of Spain. 


Tuat court ought to have been fenfible of 
the folly of expecting that difcipline could be 
maintained among troops, efpecially foreign 
troops, uninterefted in the iffue of the war, 
when their pay was with-held from them. 
They ought, long before this time, to have 
perceived the abfurdity of keeping an army 
on foot, which they were unable to fupport. 
They ought, on the prefent occafion, to have 
refolved to reduce the number of thcir troops, 
and to reft {fatisfied with a defenfive war, or, 
by greater ceconomy at home, toenable them- 
felves to make more liberal remittances to the 
archduke, or to have put an end to the war, 
by empowering him to grant to the United 
States fuch terms of peace as they were wil- 
ling to accept. But, inftead of adopting any 
of thefe meafures, which prudence and necef- 
fity required, they refolved that, for an exam- 
ple to the reft of the army, the mutineers 
ought to be reduced to obedience by force, 
and for this end they gave orders for levying 
feveral new regiments with the atmoft poffible 
expedition. It does not appear that the arch- 

duke 
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duke was diffatisfied with this refolution of the 


__* _ Spanith council, and he initantly applied him- 


1603. 


January 2 
1604. 


felf to carry it into execution, More than 
half a year was {pent in raifing the troops, and 
making the other neceffary preparations; and 
during all that time, the people of Brabant 
were expofed to the violence ard depredations 
of the mutineers. In order to intimidate them, 
Albert publifhed an ediét of profcription, in 
which he declared, if they dic not return to 
their duty in three days after receiving the 
copy of the edict which he fent them, they 
fhould be confidered as rebels to his govern- 
ment, and be all put to the fword without 
mercy. ‘To this ediét the mutineers publifhed 
an anfwer, expreffed in the moft contemptuous 
terms. ‘They were more than ever exafperat- 
ed; and they refolved that, rather than fub- 
mit toa prince, by whom they thought their 
fervices were fo ungratefully requited, they 
would enter into the fervice of the United 
States, and make him feel the weight of their 
refentment. 


Acreeasry to this refolution, they fent a 
deputation of their number to prince Maurice, 
to enquire whether, in cafe they were attacked 
by the archduke’s forces, he would afford them 
his protection. Maurice, conformably to his 

conduct 
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conduct on a former occafion, gave them the 
moft gracious reception ; and agreed that, in 
cafe they fhould be obliged to abandon Hoch- 
ftrate, they might retire with fafety under the 
walls of Breda, Bergen op Zoom, or Swen- 
berg. He likewife permitted them to pur- 
chafe provifions in thefe towns, and left them 
ground to hope that, if Albert fhould not be 
induced to treat them with greater lenity, he 
would exert himfelf to the utmoft in their 
behalf. 


Tue United States confidered this mutiny 
as the moft fortunate event that could have 
happened, becaufe it would greatly retard the 
archduke’s operations in the fiege of Oftenc, 
and prevent him from engaging in any new 
enterprize during the prefent campaign. They 
highly approved therefore of the prince’s con- 
dué with regard to the mutineers, and em- 
powered him to enter into a formal treaty ‘with 
them, of which the following were the prin- 
cipal conditions ; that, in return for his affift- 
ance againft the Spaniards, they would ferve 
in his army for the reft of the campaign; and 
farther, that in the cafe of an accommodation 
with the archduke, they would not ¢arry arms 
for four months againft the United Provinces, 
The ftates believed that thi: treaty could not 

expole 
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BOOK expofe them to the imputation of acting un- 
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jal: Ice 


generoufly towards an enemy, whofe whole 
conduét in the war they regarded as tyrannical 
and unjuft; and they thought themfelves 
juftified for fomenting the mutiny, by the 
practice of moft nations, and particularly of 
the Spaniards themfelves, who oa all occafions 
encouraged defertion from the armies of their 
enemy. 


Tua archduke was greatly alarmed when he 
received intelligence of this tranfaction, and, 
being at the fame time more than ever incenfed 
again{t the mutineers, he collected his troops 
with the greateft expedition which the ftate of 
his affairs would permit, and fent them, under 
the command of Frederick, count of Berg, to 
lay fiege to Hochflrate. Thefe troops amount- 
ed to feven thoufand foot and three thoufand 
horfe : and, as Hochftrate was but indifferently 
fortified, he muft have foon compelled the 

sutincers to lay down their arms: but prince 
Maurice, alrcady prepared to fulfil his agree- 
ment with the mutineers, advanced towards 
him with a fuperior army, which he had 
aflembled at Gertrudenberg, and before th: 
count had time to make any progreis in the 
fiege, obliged him to retire into the interior 
parts of the province. 


Maurics 
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Maurice followed him for fome time, but 
finding it impoffible to overtake him, without 
entering too far into the enemy’s country, he 
fuddenly returned and Jaid fiege to Bois le 
Duc. He had lately given the mutineers a 
proof of the truft which he repofed in them, 
by entering their camp with only feven or 
eight of his attendants; and, on the prefent 
occafion, he gave them a farther proof of con- 
fidence, by employing them equally with his 
own troops in the operations of the fiege. 


Tue archduke, extremely anyious for the 
prefervation of Bois le Duc, which hv confi- 
dered as one of the moft important frontier 
towns, fent a reinforcement of troops to the 
count of Berg, and ordered him to march 


without delay to its relief. ‘The count’s army’ 


was now nearly c*jual to that of the encmy, 

and he arrived in time: to fieze an importanr 

ftation adjacent to the town, which prince 

Maurice had not found Jeifure to fecure. 

From this ftation he could eafily introduce 

whatever reinforcements or fupplies were ne- 

‘ceflary. But the inhabitants, having hitherto 
fuccefsfully defended the place, without the 

afliftance of the Spaniards, were utterly averfe 

‘to the admiffion of regular forces. The count 
laboured to perfuade them that their prefer- 
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BOOK vation entirely depended on admiting them; 
i. . ; 
____—— _ but they refufed to liften to his requeft ; and 


1603. 


prince Maurice ftill entertained the hopes of 
being able to bring the fiege to the defired 
conclufion. 


At length the archduke, having come him- 
felf to Bois le Duc, endeavoured, but in vain, 
to overcome the obftinacy of the citizens, till 
having obtained their permiffion to fuffer a 
body of Walloons to pafs through the town, 
under the pretext of their being neceffary to 
oppofe the enemy on the other fide, he called 
them together while the Walloons were within 
the walls, and once more reprefented to them 
the neceffity of yielding to his defire, if they 
meant to preferve their religion and their li- 
berty. ‘They remained ftill as averfe as ever 
to his propofal; but believing that, while fo 
great a number of his troops were within the 
town, it would be in vain to refufe their con- 
fent, they agreed with much reluctance to ad-- 
mit a garrifon of three thoufand regular 
forces: and at the fame time a large fupply of 
ftores and provifions were introduced. 


THE two armies continued for fome time 
ionger in fight of each other, and feveral 
fkirmi‘hes paft between them with various fuc- 
cefs. Ax length prince Maurice defpairing, 

oa 
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on account of the approach of winter, to bring Bo OK 
the fiege to the defired iffue, abandoned his 
entrenchments, and retired in good order to 
fome diftance from the town. There he re- 
mained a whole day, in expectation that the 
enemy might now be induced to rifk a battle ; 
but being informed, that fo far from intending 
this, they had, as foon as he left his entrench- 
ments, direéted their march towards the in- 
terior parts of the province, he broke up his 
camp, and put his troops into winter-quarters. 
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To the mutineers, who reprefented to him 
that Hochftrate was too fmall for their accom- 
modation, he affigned the town of Grave, of 
which he himielf was lord paramount, re- 
taining the citadel in his own hands, and re- 
quiring that Hochftrate fhould be put into his 
poffeffion. lc likewife entered on this occa- 
fion into anew agreement with them; the con- 
ditions of which they continued religioufly to 
fulfil till the following year, when the arch- 
duke, itanding much in need of their affiftance, 
and dreading that many of his other troops 
were about to join them, found it neceffary to 
grant them an act of indemnity for all paft 
offences, together with full and immediate 
payment of their arrears *. 


* Van Meteren, lib, xxv. xxvi. Bentivoglio, part iii. 
lib. vii. Piafecii Chronica, ann. 1063. 
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In the courfe of the tranfactions related in 
this book, an important event happened, in 
which both the contending powers were equal- 
ly interefted; the death of Elizabeth, queen of 
England. This great princefs, whofe reign 
was fo long and profperous, had through her 
whole life enjoyed uninterrupted health, which 
fhe had been careful to preferve by regular 
exercife, and the ftricteft temperance. But 
towards the end of the preceding year, having 
been feized with a cold, which confined her 
for feveral days, fhe found her ftrength confi- 
derably impaired; and, in the hopes of de- 
riving benefit from a change of air, fhe re- 
moved from Weftminfter to Richmond; but 
there fhe grew daily worfe, could neither fleep 
nor eat as ufual; and though her pulfe was re- 
gular, fhe complained of a burning heat in 
her ftomach, and a perpetual thirft. Both her 
looks and fpirits had from the beginning been 
greatly affected: bufinefs of every kind had 
become an intolerable burthen to her; and at 
length fhe funk inte a deep melancholy, ex- 
preffing the anguifh of her mind by tears and 
groans, and obftinately refufing nourifhment, 
as well as all the medicines which the phyfi- 
cians prefcribed for her recovery. This me- 
lancholy might have entirely proceeded from 
her bodily indifpofition, although, from fome 

late 
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late difcoveries, there is ground to believe BooK 
that it was greatly heightened, if not princi- 
pally occafioned, by remorfe and grief, con- 
ceived on account of her having ordered the 
execution of her favourite, the earl of Effex. 
But to whatever caufe her dejection of mind 
was owing, it preyed upon her exhaufted ffame, 
and in a few weeks puta period to her life, in 
the feventieth year of her age, and the forty- 
fifth of her reign. 
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It is not furprifing that we meet with fuch 
contradictory defcriptions of the character of 
this princefs in the cotemporary hiftorians, 
whofe paffions were too much inflamed to fuffer 
them to judge impartially of her charatter : 
but it would feem impoffible for any perfon, 
who is not blinded by prejudice, to refufe her 
a place among the moft illuftrious princes of 
whom we read, either in ancient or in modern 
times. 


SHE was not indeed exempt from the im- 
perfections that are incident ‘to humanity, and 
fhe was fubject to feveral of thofe weakneffes 
which characterife her fex. She cannot be 
vindicated from the imputation of female va- 
nity, and the love of admiration, on account 
of her exterior accomplifhments. We fhould 

L 3 have 
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BOOK have loved her more, if fhe had been more 
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gentle and indulgent, lefs imperious and 
violent, and more candid and fincere. From 
natural temper, her paffions of every kind 
were {trong and vehement, and, among her 
courtiers, they fometimes betrayed her into 
improprieties ; but they were almoit never 
permitted to influence her public conduét, 
which was uniformly regulated by the princi- 
ples of prudence, and a regard for the public 
good: even her ambition was controuled and 
governed by thefe principles, of which fhe 
gave a rare and fignal proof, when fhe refufed 
to accept of the fovereignty of the United Pro- 
vinces. Her penetration and fagacity, her pru- 
dence and foreficht, her intrepidity in the 
midft of danger, her aétivity and vigour, her 
fteadinefs and perfeverance, and her wife 
ceconomy, which prompted her to fave every 
unneceffary expence, however fmall, while it 
permitted and enabled her to undergo the 
greateft, when neceffity required: thefe quali- 
ties in her character, which are acknowledged 
by her enemies as well as her admirers, no 
prince of whom we read in hiftory appears to 
have poffeffed in a more eminent degree. 


Few princes have been placed in fo difficult 
circumftances, or have had fo many and fuch 
formidable 
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formidable enemies to oppofe ; yet almoft no 8 o ox 
prince ever enjoyed a reign fo long and profper- 
ous. While the neighbouring nations were  '®° 
almoft continually involved in the calamities 
of war, fhe was able, notwithftandig the un- 
remitted attempts of her foreign enemies and 
her popifh fubjeéts, to preferve her domi- 
nions in almoft uninterrupted peace. Nor did 
her own fubjeéts only reap the fruits of her 
great abilities, but her friends were every 
where fupported and protected by her power ; 
while her enemies, though pofleffed of much 
greater refources, were either checked and re-~ 
ftrained, or humbled and overcome. Without 
her judicious interpofition, the Reformation in 
Scotland muft have been extinguifhed ; a race 
of popifh princes muft have inherited the 
crown of that kingdom; and the difference 
of religion there, and in England, joined to 
the hereditary right of the Scuttifh princes to 
the Englifh throne, whilft it muft have proved 
a copious fource of difcord, would long have 
prevented the union of two nations, which 
mutt have often been unhappy while they re- 
mained divided, and were, by nature, deftined 
tobe one. Nor were the benefits which man- 
kind derived from her wile and active reign 
confined to Britain; but it is likewife proba- 
ble, that without her aid and her exertions, 

L4 the 





152 


HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 


Bo OK the proteftants in France muft have been ex- 
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tirpated; the beft and greateft of the French 
monarchs muft have been excluded from the 
throne; France itfelf muft have funk under 
the Spanith yoke; the republic of the United 
Provinces muft have been crufhed in its in- 
fancy ; and an overgrown and enormous power 
eftablifhed, which muft have overwhelmed 
the liberties of Europe, and prolonged the 
reign of ignorance, bigotry, and <uperftition. 


Her death gave equal forrow to the Dutch, 
as it afforded joy to the archdukes and the 
court of Spain. The former were thereby de- 
prived of a powerful friend, who had often 
fupported them in the time of their diftrefs ; 
whereas the Jatter were delivered from a de- 
termined enemy, by whom they had been long 
controuled in all their enterprizes. 


Tue affliction of the former was the more 
fincere, becaufe they had ground to fufpect that 
Elizabeth’s fucceffor had not the fame favour- 
able fentiments of their caufe, nor the fame af- 
fection for their republic as the queen had en- 
tertained. James, though of a gentle and indul- 
gent temper, averfe to the exercife of defpotic 
power, had conceived the mott extravagant 
notions of the meafure of obedience due from 
fubjects to their prince ; and, being naturally 
open and unreferved, had, on fome occafions, 

con- 
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condemned the condutt of the United States, Boox 
and given them the name of rebels to their ce 
rightful fovereign. The court of Spain, de- 6° 
firous to conciliate his favour, had, before the 

death of Elizabeth, made him an offer of their 
affiftance to vindicate his right to the Englih 

crown, in cafe he fhould meet with oppofition. 
Intelligence of the queen’s death had no 

fooner reached the Netherlands than the arch- 

duke, confidering the war with England as at 

an end, had iffued a proclamation, forbidding 

all hoftilities againft the fubjeéts of the king 

of England, and ordering all the Scotch and 

Englifh prifoners to be fet at liberty *. The 

like orders were iffued by the court of Spain, 

And, in return to thefe advances, James, by 
proclamation, recalled the letters of marque 

which had been granted againft the Spaniards 

by Elizabeth, 


From thefe concurring circumftances, the 
ftates perceived how little ground they had to 
hope for the friendfhip of the Englifh mo- 
narch. They refolved, however, that nothing 
fhould be wanting on their part, which might 
induce him to change his fentiments, and, for 
this end, they fent a folemn embaffy, at the 
head of which were the ceiebrated Barnevelt, 


* See Gonfalez Davila. 


Lord 


HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 


154 
BOOK Lord of Tempel, and prince Henry Frederick, 
———— brother to prince Maurice, to congratulate 
3603. him on his acceffion, and to folicit his renew- 
ing the alliance which had fubfifted between 
them and Elizabeth. 
bats. Tuese ambaffadors, on their arrival in Lon- 
en" — don, found that the fufpicions which the ftates 
France, aml had entertained of the king’s prejudice againft 
Spain, to 
thekiug them, were but too well founded. James ftill 
Britin. continued to employ the fame difrefpeétful 


language, when he fpoke of their republic, as 
formerly; nor could they at firft obtain an 
audience. After fome delay, they were at 
tength admitted into his prefence, through the 
perfuafion of his Englifh counfellors. But 
though Barnevelt exerted all his eloquence, 
which he poffeffed in fo eminent a degree, to 
make him fenfible of the danger to which 
Britain would be expofed, if, by with-holdirg 
his affiftance, he fhould fuffer the United Pro- 
vinces to fall back again under the dominion 
of Spain, he could only draw from him a ge- 
neral and vague reply: “ That he had not, at 
prefent, leifure to confider fully of the fubje& 
which had been propofed to his canfideration, 
and would not, therefore, now declare what re- 
folution he fhould form; but he was himfelf 
defirous to live at peace with them, and all his 

neigh- 
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neighbours ; and, in cafe they would imitate BooK 
his example, he would chearfully employ his 
good offices to procure them peace with Spain, 7° 
upon reafonable terms,” 





Ir fufficiently appeared from this reply, that 
the plan of conduct which the king had formed 
was extremely different from that which had 
been purfued by his predeceffor; and the am- 
baffadors would have immediately returned 
home, in defpair of being able to intereft him 
in their behalf, had not they been in daily ex- 
pectation of the arrival of the French ambaffa- 
dor; through whofe interceffion they hoped 
that James might be induced to lend a more 
favourable ear to their requeft. 


Hewry had appointed for his ambaffador to 
England, on this occafion, the marquis of 
Rofni *, whom, on account of his fuperior 
talents and fidelity, he efteemed the moft of all 
his minifters. No fubjeét had ever performed 
more important fervices to his prince; and 
Henry could not, without great inconveni- 
ence, fpare a minifter fo neceffary to him in 
the adminiftration of his kingdom. But, from 
various reports, which were propagated at this 


* Afterwards duke of Sully. 
time, 
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time, he had conceived a fufpicion that James 
might be peifuaded to enter into an alliance 
with the court of Spain; and no perfon he be-~ 
lieved was more likely to engage him to alter 
his intention than Rofni, whom he highly re- 
fpeéted, on account of his inviolable attach- 
ment to the proteftant religion, and ufed to 
celebrate as the geateft ftatefman in Europe. 


James was highly pleafed with Henry’s 
choice of his ambaffador, and received him 
with more than ordinary marks of diftinétion 
and regard. It had been reported to him by 
fome of the partizans of Spain, that Henry, 
and even Rofni himfelf, had fpoken difre- 
fpeCtfully of his character +; and James fo far 
defcended from his dignity as to mention what 
he had heard to the marquis; but the impref- 
fion which it had made upon him was eafily 
effaced; and Rofni, from his firft audience, 
conceived the hopes of being able to accom- 
plifh the object of his embafly.. 


A party among the Englifh minifters were, 
not without reafon, fufpected to be attached to 
the interefts of Spain; and others, dreading 
the difficulties which they muft encounter in 


+ It was reported to him, that Henry had called him, 
¢aptain of arts, and clerk of arms. 


pro- 
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providing funds for carrying on the war, were BOOK 
averfe to all engagements either to France or 
the ftates-general. From thefe men, the pro- 
pofals of the French monarch met with confi- 
derable oppofition. But the ambaffador, hav- 
ing been admitted by the king to a private 
audience, and having explained to him at full 
Jength his mafter’s views, which he fhowed 
were all calculated to promote the general in- 
tereft of Europe, and the fecurity of the pro~ 
teftant religion, whereas the court of Spain 
were daily giving frefh proofs of the mmoft in- 
ordinate and turbulent ambition; he had the 
addrefs to convince him, that a regard to the 
fafety of his dominions, as well as the intereft 
of his religion, required that he fhould join 
himfelf with France, and refolve to fupport 
the United Provinces. A treaty of alliance 
to this purpofe was accordingly drawn up, 
and foon after figned and ratified; of which the 
following were the principal articles : 
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Tart the two kings fhould mutually con- 
tribute their affiftance to prevent the Dutch 
from being overpowered by the Spaniards ; 
that, for this purpofe, a fufficient number of 
troops fhould be levied within the dominions 
of the king of England, and fent from thence 
to the Nethezlands as foon as poffible; that 

8 the 


